
Func�onal Abili�es for Students Entering Medical School  

The following func�onal abili�es form the basis of the knowledge, skills, and behaviours required to achieve the medical 
educa�on program objec�ves, and in conjunc�on with the academic standards, are requirements for admission. Students 
with disabili�es may require accommoda�on1 to demonstrate their abili�es. The term “learner” refers to candidates for 
admission to medical school as well as current medical students who are candidates for reten�on, promo�on, or 
gradua�on.   

Func�onal 
Ability 

Descrip�on of Ability (with or without reasonable accommoda�on) 

Learning and 
Assessment of 
Learning 

Learners acquire knowledge, skills, and behaviours through a variety of modali�es, including,  
but not limited to, classroom instruc�on; laboratory instruc�on, including cadaver lab; physical 
demonstra�ons, small-group, team, and collabora�ve ac�vi�es; par�cipa�on in the provision of  
pa�ent care in clinical se�ngs; individual study; prepara�on and presenta�on of reports; and use  
of technology.  
 
Learners will be assessed on the acquisi�on of knowledge, skills, and behaviours through a variety 
of assessment modali�es including, but not limited to, writen or computer-based examina�ons; 
workplace-based assessments; reflec�ve ac�vi�es (writen and oral); and observed structured 
clinical examina�ons, as required by the program for advancement, promo�on, and gradua�on.  

Communica�on Learners listen ac�vely and convey informa�on effec�vely in person and virtually:  
• with peers, administra�ve staff, mul�disciplinary team members, and preceptors to enable 
learning and effec�ve par�cipa�on in the program;  
• with pa�ents and their supporters, building rapport, elici�ng their perspec�ves, and collabora�ng 
in management;  
 
and record elicited informa�on clearly and accurately. 

Knowledge 
Integra�on 

Learners interpret informa�on obtained through interview, observa�on, examina�on, and medical 
research to formulate a hypothesis, recommend, and pursue interven�ons, as appropriate. 

Pa�ent Safety 
and Quality 

Learners prac�ce within their level of competence to recruit or deliver pa�ent-centred care. This  
includes:  
• Par�cipa�ng as a team member in responding to pa�ent safety situa�ons, recognizing that team  
roles are not limited to performing procedures or direc�ng emergency responses;  
• Complying with safety standards in the learning and clinical environment, following universal  
precau�on procedures.  
 

Professionalism Learners  
• Engage in self-reflec�on to iden�fy personal and professional learning needs to maintain  
competence;  
• Respect boundaries, confiden�ality, and privacy for pa�ents and colleagues regardless of gender,  
gender iden�ty or expression, age, race, colour, sexual orienta�on, religion, disability, poli�cal  
beliefs, or any other protected status;  
• Limit their ac�ons to the ethical and legal norms of the medical profession.  

 

  
1 Accommodation refers to academic adjustments and auxiliary aids that enable students with disabilities to have access to 
education equivalent to that of their non-disabled peers. 

 

 


